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MOY TENNHOHKE O KEMAA;

Oh Toupkot mepipévoun pe aywvia v ekboor Tou Pifkiou Tou ouyypagéa Fatih Bayhan pe tivho
Mustafa'dan Kemal'e, Ataturk’un Buyuk Sirri (Amo tov Movorapa orov Kepad, To peyado puoTike Tou
Ararodipx).

0 ouyypapeac EpELVIIOE Ta OBLIaVIKG APYEID, a0 GOV TITPE EMION|A EYYPOPa Y10 TNV KOTayw-
i Tou Kepah Baoel Twv otonyeiwy mou £xel o SaBeon tou o ouyypareag, o Kepak yewwnBnke oo
Akcadagnemokng Mohémo (Mekmun). To emiwaspo g owoyeveag oy Cakirogullan. Morépoc tow Ke-
ph ryrav © Mehmet Resat Bey, ywooma pe wo Yeubunupo Mamo, To dwopa g pnrépas Tou fitav Ayse.
O momépa, frav pakos g Teskilat-l Mahsusa, Tng puomknc unmpedios mou apydTepa ovodoTnie MIT.

Ta oroyeia autd avatpenouv oha ooa ywwpilape HEYPL TWPA YIa TNV owoyeveld Tow. H gepo-
pevn we pnréga Tou Zubeyde hanim otny mpaypomkstnra Arav Beia Tow. Ie veapn nhkia v
anfjyayav ol TOETEG Yia Eva ypoviko Saotnpa. H owoyeved tng yia va yhmoce and ta oyoha v
navtpele pe Tov Ali Riza Efendi, mou epyaddtav ora konpomd toug. Auéouwg JETA To yapo ECTEROY
1o {ewryapt o Becoahovikn.

Crrav o Kepak rmav meévte enww Sokogovn@nke o MaTEpac TOU Kal N [NTEDRD ToU TOV TINQE Kol
e ot Beooahovikn Simha oy Zubeyde. Meta To Bavaro g Ayse , n Zubeyde ko Ali Riza
UoBETNEOV TO KPS 0ppavo.

H emionun wropin yia Tov Kepdk Eexiva and v vio@esia Tou kol PeTd. [oveis Tow @eEpovTaL i
Zubeyde km o Ali Riza.

0 ouyypapeng unmootnpilel ot o Kepah emoxepdnke tn Mokoma to 1931 ko ywopioe Toug
ouyyeveic Tou. Anhadn v adehpn tow Makbule km Tov adehipd Tow Omer,

H Bem kopn Tou Kepak Ulku Adatepe, mow okomwlnke mpoopara O TROYOI0 arUynua, eiye
Snhioel oTouc Snpomoypdpous, OF PEYakn exdnhwon mou opyavwBnke ot Makana ya v
emeteln TN Anpokpariac 1o 2007, o1 N okoyEVEID Tow peTakonoe amd to Akcadag otn Seooa-
howvikm. H eiénon eiye dnuomeuTe oty epnuepida Yeni Haber tng Makdmas onig 10/10/2007.

O ouyypapeag £xel ypapel epya yia Tr o0{uyo tou Kepak Aomge ko Tov peyako £pwrta Tou
via ) Deprye. Daiveran ot To evbiepepov Tou eoTidletal otov Kepdh ko oTmy komaywyn Tow.

(Ch TAn po-pop iEC AUTES oW SnpomELTN KOV OTr epnUERISa Pavmird, O rTom quasss, Tpokohe-
oavmowiha oy AvapgpoPrma n koo Tou Kepah kpofe kamowo puorixo. [, akda héan eni-
TN IOToYD L Ko G oo oo koomd Seoarrjpoma. O yio mopadenyun n epnuepiba Soyalioo
Eypobe om o Kepah & yewwnBnke omo omm g Sesoahovikng, akha omov Aoywaba. Emiong, orovToug-
KK TUTIO StomumunoyTan EpLWTnpaTIKG yia To av o Kepah frav koupSikne N apuEVIKEG KaTaywyric.

Mrmuwg mpemen wa pafoupe ki epEic Ta apyela Thg Beconhovikn yia va PonBnooupe va Sua-
heukowtel To mEmho puaTnpion yUpw amd To mpoawmo Tou Kepad; Nari av mpdypam yewronke
otn Makdmo, ToTe Ba madoEl va ival TOMOC mMpooKUWRIaToS To omim Tn¢ Qecoahovikng Mrmug
M EMONUN DTHRIOYVDAEIa epTake QUTO To CEVODLD TNC YEVETEIDAS Y10 va TpoooTE] v oUYKE-
KDIPEVD Opapa oto Mao;

1. Toupeakd MME, Adyouorog 20012,
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BIBAIO BOMBA 1A TON KEMAA

Was Atatiirk an Armenian?

The Radikal daily has started quite an interesting discussion about the family origins of Mustafa
Kemal Atatirk, the founder of the Turkish Republic. Radikal reported, according to the forthcoming
book “From Mustafa to Kemal: Atatiirk’s Big Secret” by Fatih Bayhan, that the family origins of
Atatiirk do not lie in Thessaloniki, as is commonly believed, but instead in the eastern province of
I'l.l'lalat}ra Bayhan claims that Atatiirk's family immigrated to Thessaloniki from Malatya.

Accordimg to this new version of his life,

| Atatirk's true father and mother were people who

lived in Malatya and Atatirk’s acknowledged
mother, Zibeyde Hanim, was actually his aunt. The
writer claims that Atatiirk was sent to Thessaloniki
when his actual father died and was adopted by
Ziibeyde Hamim when his mother died. The book is

| said to be based on official governmental records

and documents that are set to be made public for
the first time.

| do not want to bother you with all these
details any more. This allegation of course needs to

be proven. However, | would not be surprised if it turns out to be true. Much of history in Turkey
is based on so many lies and legends, all of which were created to deny some fundamental facts
in our past. Turkish official history *writers’ never hesitated to bend history according to the needs
of our official ideclogy and the state’s so-called "higher interests.”

Malatya was one of the
provinces which were heavily
populated by Armenians in the
past. If this new wversion of
Atatlrk’s origins is true, the first
question to come to mind is why
the history writers fabricated the
well-known version of his life.
Did they write the official version
to disassociate Atatirk from

ATATURK
MALATYALI m ?

Anatolian Armenians? If the new story is true, there must be a reason.

1. http//www todayszaman.com/columnist-2902 27-was-ataturk-an-armenian.html
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The facts of Turkish history are still surrounded by many taboos, some of which have caused
loss of life. You know how the tragic events leading to the assassination of Hrant Dink began. He
simply dared to say that Atatiirk’s adopted daughter Sabiha Gokgen was indeed an Armenian
orphan. And this revelation was followed a lynching campaign and he was killed after that.

Nowadays the walls around the taboos which surround our history seem to be weakening.
Ayhan Aktar keeps writing about some taboos in our history. One of the stories he tells is about
the Dardanelles wars. According to Aktar, one of the heroes of this war was Cpt. Sarkis Torosyan,
a citizen of Armenian descent in the Ottoman Empire. Torosyan's story is a heartbreaking one.
Torosyan was a much-decorated gunner wounded while defending the Dardanelles. He was later
transferred to the area where his family had been deported, modern-day Palestine, There he
discovered his sister in rags and heard his fiancée was dying of tuberculosis. He learned that his
parents had been killed along the way. While he was defending his country to the death, his family
and loved ones had been forcefully evicted from their homes.

BifAic rou Bayhan yia m unipia tou Kepial

This story is of course not written in any schoolbooks, nor is it known by many people in Turkey.
Some may think this story is just a tiny detail in Turkish history, but | think it’s a very significant and
important one. The real story of an Armenian captain who fought a heroic war in the Dardanelles
is a huge burden on the Turkish conscience. This is because this one single event has the capacity
to bring up all of our painful memaories about our long-lost neighbors and about our past.

As | repeatedly said in this column before, people confront their past by opening their hearts
to the stones of others, by feeling the pain and anguish they suffered — a process which has already
started in Turkey and in which we have a very long way to go.



